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\D The President, Chairman and Committee of

The Norfolk Beekeepers' Association

request the pleasure of the company of all members of

Norfolk Beekeepers' Association

at the Presidents' Evening for presentation of prizes and

exam certificates and the President's Quiz
on Friday 20 %™ November 2009
at Felthorpe Pavilion 7.30pm

Event Manager Jean Aldous

/

Bonus Ball Winner

hank you to all who participated in

the Bonus ball at the

demonstration at Eric George’s
apiary in August. We had a winner with ball
no 6, Mr Jamie Blake, but he has kindly
donated the £10 back to NBKA.
Thank you Jamie, so the total for NBKA
funds is £29.00.

Graham Ford.

So what 0s

e are in the process of rewriting
the NBKA cookery book. If
anyone has any honey recipes or

useful trivia about honey, wax or propolis
that they would like to share, could they
contact Carolyne Liston on (01603) 893330
or email info@norfolkbeekeepers.co.uk

opy for the Spring edition of
Buzzword to the Editor by

February 14th Please. Thank you.

asses for the Basic Husbandry
P Assessment
Congratulations from NBKA to
Paul Chapman - Caistor St Edmund and
Ken Buck - Sprowston

cooki

ng
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East Ruston visit Monday 13" July

ome 20 of us met at the old to a very wild and informal wild flower
Vicarage in time for an meadow, complete with poppies and
introductory talk by Alan Gray. cornflowers, the latter sadly lacking

Although the garden is open to the from much of our countryside today.

public on various days of the week, The weather was glorious 0 the teas
today the NBKA were fortunate splendid, and we all came away feeling
enough to have a private viewing and so inspired - and in my own case, on
we had the garden all to ourselves! viewing my own garden d a little

il nadequate. Still,

Not only that, but as the garden was
due a visit on the following day by the
Royal Horticultural Society, it was at Many thanks to Lynne Pettit not only
its very best for us. for arranging this event, but giving us
so much to look forward to as it will be
just as enjoyable to visit again at
different times of the year and see
the changes each season brings.

have a goal to work towards!

What a treat to spend time in such a
beautiful garden. Starting with a
completely blank canvas in 1973,
designed and developed by Alan Gray
and Graham Robeson, there is

something here for everyone. Jackie Harris

The overall design creates numerous

Oroodm:a@h with itds own individual
charm & ranging from the very formal,

immaculately topiaried hedges and

mani cured | awns of ©06The Kingds Wal ko,

VARROA CONTROL
APIGUARD AVAILABLE AT COST, COLLECTED

CAN BE POSTED AT NOMINAL CHARGE, (EG. £3.20
MAXIMUM FOR BOX OF 10 TRAYS) I n the October edition of BBKA news

Have you seen?

OXALIC ACID AND THYMOL CRYSTALS ALSO (page 23)0 New Varroa Trea
AVAILABLE, COLLECTED and it's approved for use in the UK.

VARROA FLOORS AND MESH AVAILABLE FOR DIY |Read the article and find out more, and there

DON COOPER, PIPIRIKI, CHAPEL ROAD, ROUGHTON | IS also a website for more information.
NR11 8QP

TEL. 01263 761517 don@pipiriki.co.k Graham Ford

me
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DON COOPER
BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES

GOOD STOCK OF THORNE®S AND MA

EQUIPMENT

HIVES FRAMES SMOKERS VEILS FOUNDATION
EXTRACTORS HONEY JARS VARROA MESH FLOORS ETC.

BOTH ECONOMY AND TOP QUALITY ITEMS

I T6 S NICE TO HAVE A C

FOR SERVI CE AND ADVICE YOU CAN

Email: don@pipiriki.co.uk

Don Cooper
Pipiriki Chapel Road Roughton NR11 8QP
01263 761517

Beginner ds
Queen Rearing Course - £50
All varroa treatments available

SEMORE

Overwintered nuclei for sale subject to availability

Huge range of equipment both economy hives and cedar

Rockland St Mary
Norwich

01508 538 231

Honey Jars withlids -A1 7 0

HOI CE!

John Everett BBKA Advanced Cert. in Beekeeping

VAT Registered - Prices include VAT

Quantities including vat
8T DO BETTER!

Everettapplebee @lineone.net

Husbandry

He0don 9 lassgns ¢ | a

for 5gross

www.applebeeorchard.co.uk

BBNO

BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES

Modules 1-8 J & D Yates
BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES

Husbandry Exam J & D Yates
BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES

Basic Assessment  J & D Yates
Somerset BEEKEEPERS

A History. David Charles

IN PURSUIT OF LIQUID GOLD (Bee Boles)
R B Ogden

A10

Postage extra

Write or phone for a list

Access. Visa Welcome

00

95

50

50

99

Internet  www.honeyshop.co.uk

Bee Books New & Old

The Weaven, Little Dewchurch, Hereford HR2 6PP

SSsSes
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Autumn Honey Show

years now, was different as Notcutts did not provide the marquees and other

facilities. These were provided by the Norfolk & Norwich Horticultural Society
who had invited other organisations, including NBKA, to participate by paying a fee towards
the costs of hire of the marquee.
As for most of September the weather on the two days of the show was good, this may
have had some influence why the number of people attending was not a good as in previous
years. Also it was noticeable the number of organisations attending was a lot less than in
previous years, which again had some effect on the attendance.

We had a total of 159 entries in the show of which 90 were jars of honey or cut comb and
as always the variation in the different colours was very noticeable. Our President was
judge and these are his comments:-

"There was a good selection of honey and bee produce on display, the standard was
generally high, however there were a fair number of honeys exhibiting signs of fermenta-
tion. This was not perhaps surprising with honey being left uncapped by the bees for some
considerable length of time and that in turn is a reflection on the stop start nature of the
season.

The largest number of entries was in the light liquid classes having come in in the early part
of the season, there was one outstanding light honey regards flavour, the rest were all
rather similar.”

Thank you to the President for judging and thank you to Jill Tinsey for acting as Judges
Steward.

Cup Winners are as follows:-

Thi s year8s show al t ho Gegtire, as it had beercfartanuwnbeGafr

Lloyd Challenge Cup for Light Liquid: Mrs Trixie Dix
Davies Challenge Cup for Medium Liquid: Mr Jeff Rounce
Padmore Challenge Cup: Miss Beth Marshall
NBKA Challenge Cup: Mr Jeff Rounce
Leech Challenge Cup - Novice Class: Mr Roger Aylott
Barnes Memorial Cup (most points in class A-G): Mr Jeff Rounce
Sir Thomas Cook Memorial Cup (most points in class H-R):  Mr John Laws &
Mr A Marshall.
Ron Sears Shield (most points in Gift Class): Mr J Laws
Percy Garrod Cup and Blue Ribbon: Mr Jeff Rounce

Congratulations to all the above winners and also to the winners in all the other classes.
Thank you to everyone who entered honey, cakes ,mead etc into the show, without your
support we would not have had such a good show.

Thank you to everyone who helped in any way, transporting the tables etc from the store
shed, putting the displays together, being there on the Saturday and Sunday and clearing up
afterwards. The committee appreciates your support and help.

Graham Ford, Autumn Show Co-ordinator

den
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The Year of the Bumble bee and Wasp

his spring (April) was wonderful for the
establishment of Bumble bee colonies.

The last few weeks has confirmed that
wasps did really well as well!

Wasps start life helping us by eating aphids and

I use bathroom sealant to fill the unwanted
entrances! ltds easy to
available in cheapo stores for £1.

I kill wasp nests as soon as | see them d where
there is no fire risk a little petrol is amazingly

. . . . effective. Do not ignite
caterpillars and being fed a sugary solution given the wasps
to the adult wasps by wasp ?parvae. ltds only in

summer that the adult wasps become a real pain
collecting sugar from fruit and beehives.

I have lost several colonies from wasp attacks
and 1 gather 1 am not alone.

The only solution is to be prepared in July putin
entrance blocks (why ever remove them) and
reduce the opening to an

PS I have heard of a few beekeepers that have
lost their honey by removing the super bees using
porter bee escapes only to have the honey
robbed out by wasps. 1 am not a fan of porters
preferring to shake or blow out bees and
extracting immediately.
seal

wi t h an

much better having bees queuing up to enter your
hives than having a gap so large that the bees
cannot defend it. Check your hives that they
have no other holes especially between boxes.

Feed carefully so that spillages do not attract
robbing.

i nch
t is interesting that John kindly wrote this article
I a few weeks ago the menace of the wasp is still
with us. As we go to press I can confirm that
wasps are still about and keen to help deplete hives
which by now are rather weaker than they were in the
summer. One also needs to be aware that the Green
woodpecker will soon be calling on hives for a quick snack.
Be prepared,
n cCoO

ltdéds the weak /gueen wr o . I'f(5'eﬁd|s bee’sw'thtW'ﬁeé‘ef[t'nggorepltaSt'ct h
. . . sheeting.
most attention from wasps, try maintain strong
colonies. Michael Lancefield
Jobs to do.

e are now at the end of the so

called Barbeque Summer. The

last jobs with our bees have been
to do what we can to protect them from the
varroa mite. By now we should have treated
the bees with Apiguard Thymol Gel and given
them the second tray.
The gel really does not vaporise as well with
mesh floors so there will have been the task
of removing them and putting on a solid floor.
When the second tray has been taken then
mesh floor may be appropriate again. When
the second tray has been taken then remove
any eke you may have used.

Acetic acid used on beer mat type pads with
drawn supers will help to keep wax moth away
and sterilises against Nosema. Take sensible
care with this chemical. You could try one of
the agents that advertise in Buzzword for
acetic acid. (And their kindly advice too!)

Then it is time to browse through the
catalogues and consider your equipment for
the coming year. The end of the year may
see a buying stampede to avoid the increase
in VAT that comes just after Christmas.

John Evereftt
Tt . |l 't Oos

t

h €
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Apimondia 2009

t is always interesting to learn what
beekeepers are up to in other
countries. This year Apimondia, an
international congress for the beekeepers of
the world, took place in Montpellier.
The theme of Apimondia 2009 was The Bee,
sentinel of the environment.

Now France had a very different approach to
presenting this bi-annual congress. As usual,
the lectures and trade show were held in a
large exhibition centre. The entrances were
guarded by volunteers
passes to the congress.

However, the French were really enthusiastic
about getting straightforward information on
the honey bee to the general public, as well
as to the delegates. Leading up to the Corum
(Exhibition halls) from the city centre was a
wide tree lined esplanade which had two rows
of substantial marquees dedicated to aspects
of beekeeping, bookstalls, childrens
activities, honey sales, local associations,
refreshments, clean air, advice and a display
of bee friendly plants, the French bee
inspectorate, and training for apiculture.

In addition there was a very large marquee
dedicated to chil
on activities as well as free seeds for every
visitor. This village of tents also had
entertainment for the visitors, clowns on
stilts as well as a display of St Ambrose
statues from Poland. Every statue included
a beenhive.

In a converted shipping container a full sized
hive was installed. Children had a listening
tube to hear the bees and on the dark side
of the container the hive had a glass side and
children could see the bees. The bees flew

drends |

upwards through a funnel and they too
enjoyed the festive atmosphere of
Montpellier.

In between the many tents a space had been
reserved for a snakes and ladders type game
for children, played with dice. As the
youngsters went round the game they had
guestions to answer about bees - at the end a
small reward too.

For all to ponder was a display just outside
the Corum of mechanised aids to help the
beekeeper move hives onto vehicles and even
and splenklid deygice doehkle theastmalér s
beekeeper load hives onto a pick up truck.

Delegates taking a break from the formal
lecture programme and the lectures,
displays, delights, temptations and
entertainment of the Corum could stroll
around the tents and then have a leisurely
lunch in the nearby restaurants before going
back to owor ko.

There was a strong British contingent at
Apimondia d many of whom in the spirit of
protecting the environment elected to travel
by rail from the UK rather than endure the
joy of flying with a budget carrier.

wi I\/ficnaelrleﬂ'l&-ﬁe%

earni

ng

I can hear the
bees Mamal!

Photo taken at the
Esplanade
Apimondia 2009
Montpellier

(With permission gladly
given)
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to all our readers

With our very best wishes for a
joyous and peaceful New Year

St Ambrose with his skep pictured at Apimondia i

Montpellier 2009

Christmas treat for the bees

n December is the time to consider
I treating the bees with oxalic acid. This
is a medication and you are strongly
advised to record the batch number of the
product along with the date you administered
the treatment.

With oxalic acid there is always the need to
take care. Most beekeepers would advise
that you drizzle 50ml from a syringe over
the brood.

Do not keep the hive open for more than a
very short while because the bees need their
heat to survive.

Health warning. The ready mixed oxalic
acid solution sold by Maisemore Apiaries

(01452 700289) carries warnings that
the product is harmful in contact
with skin and if swallowed. Keep out
of the reach of children. Avoid
contact with the skin and eyes

Never ever keep a home brewed solution of
oxalic acid in a plastic drink bottle. The
solution will turn to a yellow colour when it
deteriorates and being sweet it would look
attractive and possibly taste quite good, but
it will be harmful to any child (or adult) who
took a swig and/or spilt some over
themselves.

as



NORFOLK BEEKEEPERS' ASSOCIATION

Buzzword Diary
October
Thur 29" Fri 30" Sat 31°
National Honey Show . International classes and beekeepers' lecture convention.

St Georgebds Coll ege, Weybridge, Surrey KTI15 2

November

Fri 20t 7.30pm Presidentds Evening. Presentation of cups
Organiser Jean Aldous 01508 578863 NBKA
The social event of the year for all Norfolk beekeepers.

Sat 20" 8Sun 22"  Stratford Reunion Weekend 2009 . Central Association of Beekeepers. Legacy Hotel
Stratford upon Avon. CV37 6HA. An exciting weekend of lectures with sound scientific basis. Event
coordinator John Chappell. 020 8749 7773. Lecture programme fee £44 for CABK members or £50 for
non members. Always very popular with the really keen beekeeping fraternity.

December
Sat 6™ 12.30 NBKA Christmas lunch. Wensum Valley Hotel, Golf and Country club, Beach Avenue
Taverham NR8 6HP.  Organiser Jen Aldous. See separate sheet for menu and booking.

TBA Winter varroa treatment KL & WNBKA
Christmas Dinner KL& WNBKA

January 2010

Sat 23" 2.30pm Mead Making with Paul Metcalf at Easton college . Organiser Paul Metcalf
01603 759346

February

Fri 12™ 7.30pm Swarm control - the theory. Easton college

Sat 20" 2.30pm Making up nuc boxes Easton college

Farmers Market opportunities

errick Tooke who organises Farmersod markets at RAF
keen to find beekeepers to take a stall at £14.00.
If you are keen please ring Derrick on 07717744441 or 01362 694063

Derrick tells me that 10% of the fee for Sandringham will be donated to Tapping House Hospice founded by the
late Dr Ford, a former editor of Buzzword.

Mar h

Buzzword connections
Secretary NBKA Jean Aldous, Ferndown, Swardeston Lane, Lower East Carleton,
Norwich NR14 8LF Tel 01508 578863
Secretary WNKLBA. Lorr aine Gibson, 17 Ffolkes Drive, Gaywood,

Tel: 01553 674051. E-mail: sec.wnklba@virgin.net.

Buzzword Editor Mi chael Lancefield, Candl emas House, Fake
PE31 8PX Tel 01485 518073. E-mail: Lancefield@aol.com
NBKA Web site www.norfolkbeekeepers.co.uk

WNKLBA web site www.wnklba.co.uk

Ki nog
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