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Sunday 9th May 10am – 4pm “Healthy Bees are Happy Bees”.  
For old hands and beginners alike.  
 

We start at Tottenhill Village Hall (PE33 0RS, Just off A10, 4 miles south  of Lynn) at 10am 
and then move to the Training Apiary at Blackborough End (PE32 1SQ), ending about 
4p.m..  
This is combined theory & practical day on how to keep bees healthy, including techniques such 
as ‘shook swarm’ and how to recognize the most common diseases that affect bees. 

Today’s session features Regional Bee Inspector and WNKLBA member Keith Morgan and will 
help improve your confidence in keeping your bees healthy. 

If you have any queries, contact: Lorraine Gibson 01553 674051.  

Bring your bee suit and own lunch please !  Tea and coffee will be provided. 

 
 

Saturday 8th/Sunday 9th May Oxborough Hall (PE33 9PS)  
 

We have an educational display in participation with the National Trust’s celebration of National 
Bee Week. Just off the A134 half way between Lynn and Thetford. The hall is open 11-5 both 
days.  

No one ever forgets their first sight of Oxburgh. A romantic, moated manor house, it was built by 
the Bedingfeld family in the 15th century and they have lived here ever since. Inside, the family's 
Catholic history is revealed, complete with a secret priest's hole which you can crawl inside. See 
the astonishing needlework by Mary, Queen of Scots, and the private chapel, built with 
reclaimed materials. Outside, you can enjoy panoramic views from the gatehouse roof and 
follow the woodcarving trails in the gardens and woodlands. (from National Trust website) 
 

CAN YOU SPARE A COUPLE OF HOURS TO SET UP ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON ?  
OR AT THE WEEKEND ? PLEASE CALL BRIAN GEMMELL ON 01945 880 837  IF YOU CAN                            
 

 

Improvers Course Friday May 7th 6 p.m. 
Jill Tinsey continues our educational theme with a 6-session course for folks with at least a years 
beekeeping under their belts who wish to improve their skills. There are currently 14 folks 
booked on this course. 
Contact Jill Tinsey on 01362 694160 for details. 
 
 

Saturday 25th May. Training Apiary, Blackborough End  PE32 
1SQ. “Queen Rearing for all”.  
There are two sessions : 10-12 a.m. Introduction to Queen Rearing  and 2-4 p.m.  Improving 
Your Queen Rearing Skills. This is a good opportunity to see and hear a real expert - Brian 
Gemmell, who has raised thousands of queens over the years. Raising your own queens is a 
fascinating and rewarding part of beekeeping – do come along. 
 

 
Editor : David Bancalari   Tel: 01603 755105      eMail : david@bancalari.fslife.co.uk 
Secretary : Sara Kedge   Tel: 01553 674051      eMail : sec@wnklba.co.uk  
Bee Inspector : Keith Morgan      Tel: 01485 520838 / 07919 004215 : keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk  
Membership : Diana Flower  Tel: 01953 885048  eMail : member@wnklba.co.uk  
Chairman : Stuart Grant   Tel: 01485 570040 eMail : stuartbgrant1@tiscali.co.uk  

Education : Terry Gibson  Tel: 01553 674051 

We are a member of eBees, the electronic newsletter exchange for Beekeeping 
Associations 
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DON’S TOP TIPS – MAY 
Hopefully, with most colonies now nearing full strength, the beekeeper needs to plan ahead.  

1. Are the bees healthy? Read the National Bee Unit leaflets available through either your 
Association, the NBU Bee Disease Inspectors or your Disease Liaison Co-ordinator (DLC) (in 
Norfolk, myself!). If you are in any doubt as to the health of the brood or bees - just ask – help 
is always available – better safe than sorry! Monitor Varroa mite levels using an uncapping type 
fork and practice drone brood removal. 

2. Give the stocks extra supers well in advance of their requirements. As soon as one super is 
²/3 full of either bees or nectar give a second, especially if oil seed rape is at hand.  

3. Swarm Control: either removal of queen cells on a strict 7-9 day routine alongside giving 
room to expand. Make use of large numbers of young bees to get new combs ‘drawn out’ in 
both brood and supers, or relieve the congestion by taking an Artificial Swarm, or by simply 
swapping combs of hatching brood - less the bees- from strong colonies to assist slower 
colonies along (only do this if the Apiary is free of Foul Brood disease) until such stocks can be 
requeened. Clipping the queen’s  wing on one side is also a help in swarm control. Have a 
spare hive ready just in case. 

4. Set up one or more nuclei to raise yourself some replacement queens. Ideally nucs should 
have two or three frames of mixed age brood, a full frame of food (or be fed) and given a ripe 
queen cell, then carefully remove them to a site some two miles or more distant. Such nucs 
should be left totally undisturbed for at least a month. Obviously these should not contain a 
laying queen from the donor hive and they should be placed in an area where there are drones 
available to mate with the young queens. Success is never guaranteed, but if an even patch of 
brood is seen on your first inspection all is OK. If not, close it up and check again in ten days 
time.  

DON COOPER – WNKLBA President 
 

Be informed, be up to date, be entertained 
read 

THE BEEKEEPERS QUARTERLY 
the 64 page full colour magazine in its 25th year 

view a sample at http://www.bkq.org.uk 
£26 per year from Northern Bee Books,  

Scout Bottom Farm, Mytholmroyd, Hebden Bridge HX7 5JS 
sales@recordermail.co.uk 

http://www.groovycart.co.uk/beebooks  

National Garden Scheme on Saturday 29
th

 /Sunday 30th May, 10am - 5pm.   
 

Clear View Gardens, Cross Lane, off Bevis Lane or Lords Lane, Wisbech St Mary, PE13 
4TX. Margaret and Graham Rickard  . (5 minutes from Wisbech centre) 
 

The garden is just under 2 acres and has a cottage garden, herbaceous borders, rose beds, 
large lawn and plenty of seats on which to eat home-made cakes and teas, a lake, bird hide, 
allotment, two honeybee colonies (which will be blocked off) and the whole garden is wildlife and 
insect friendly. Last year we identified a Ruderal bumblebee making a visit, and a rare Tortrix 
moth as well.  The wonderful  CRANWELL (clarinet and keyboard) will occasionally be playing 
light music. We open again on Saturday 26

th
  June for EACH, East Anglian Children's Hospice. 

This time the  MUDDY BOOTS JAZZ will be playing, with John Crocker guesting again. 

  
The garden is also open any day from April to the end of June with just a phone call. 
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DON COOPER 

BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES 
GOOD STOCK OF THORNE’S AND MAISEMORE EQUIPMENT 

HIVES FRAMES SMOKERS VEILS FOUNDATION EXTRACTORS 
HONEY JARS ETC. 

BOTH ECONOMY AND TOP QUALITY ITEMS 
APIGUARD AVAILABLE AT COST, COLLECTED 

CAN BE POSTED AT NOMINAL CHARGE, (EG. £3.20 FOR BOX OF 10 TRAYS) 
OXALIC ACID AND THYMOL CRYSTALS ALSO AVAILABLE, COLLECTED 

VARROA FLOORS AND MESH AVAILABLE FOR DIY 
PRE-ORDERED ITEMS CAN BE COLLECTED AT MEETINGS BY ARRANGEMENT 

FOR SERVICE AND ADVICE YOU CAN’T DO BETTER! 
DON COOPER PIPIRIKI CHAPEL ROAD ROUGHTON NR11 8QP 

TEL. 01263 761517 don@pipiriki.co.uk 
AND AT 

Helen Dixon, Alby Crafts 07961 204241 (Anglia Clay Supplies) 
 

 
Apiary Sites Available to Members. 
Several organizations and individuals are offering apiary sites to members of our Association.    

If you are interested, contact the person listed for each site: 

Methwold School wants a hive on the school premises for education and environmental 
studies.   This one would need a fair bit of commitment from the owner in the way of talks and 
demonstrations, but these are up for negotiated with the school.   Terry Gibson - 01553 674051 

The Internal Drainage Board has a couple of secure sites available. One very close to King’s 

Lynn, just off Hardwick roundabout, the other is at Magdalen.  Terry Gibson - 01553 674051 

The Borough Council of West Norfolk have a lovely site on the island in the middle of The 

Walks.   Secure but very high profile!       Terry Gibson - 01553 674051 

Bakkover Ltd the chilled food company are offering sites at their own premises and at some of 
their farm sites (Norfolk and Lincs)     Terry Gibson - 01553 674051 

Offer of a small apiary site at Pentney for experienced beekeeper.Terry Gibson - 01553 674051 

Kettlestone. 15 acres wet conservation land with woods containing poplar and willow and wild 

flowers.        Ann Chappel 01328 862702 

Back garden in Colkirk       Susan Balding 01328 855718 

Friary Cottage, Burnham Norton. One acre and pond on edge of marsh and hay meadow. 

                 Mark Lowe (01328 730809)  

 
 
Can YOU help a beekeeping Mayor with some honey please ? 

As I may have told you I become Mayor of Swaffham this year on 12th May, this is just three 
days after National Honey Week 6th – 9th May. I would like to use this opportunity to promote 
local beekeepers and the West Norfolk and King’s Lynn Beekeepers Association. I will be 
doing a press release and would also like to have some jars of local honey to give to the 
public on the evening of the Town Council meeting on the 12th May. As last year was my first 
year as a Beekeeper I do not have any jars of honey of my own to give away. Do you think 
some members of WNKLBA would donate a jar or two of honey to enable me to do this? I’m 
sure if I had 20 jar of honey that would be sufficient for the evening.  

Ian Sherwood  eMail heathlands@aol.com Phone : 01760 725 550 
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Martin who 
runs our 
EARS 
research 
studentship 
has been in 
Hawaii, where 
until recently 
varroa was 
not a 
problem. 
However… 
 
This is part 
of a talk 
Steve did at 
Stoneleigh 
recently 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Trouble in Paradise 
The Hawaiian Archipelago is comprised of eight islands surrounded by thousands of miles of 
open-ocean. Among the islands, Oahu, is the most densely populated, and Honolulu, with al-
most a million people, is the most isolated population center on Earth. However, despite its 
isolation in April 2007 the insidious ecto-parasitic honey-bee mite Varroa destructor was first 
detected on the main island of Oahu and in 2008 had spread to Big Island, a major beekeeping 
center. The impact of Varroa on Hawaii could be more devastating than usual due to the unique 
ecology and climate of these remote islands. Hawaii lies almost 2,400 miles from the U.S. 
mainland and 3,900 miles from Japan. It consists of a chain of islands formed by volcanoes 
erupting from the sea floor as a tectonic plate moves slowly northwesterly over a hot spot. 
Therefore, the geology changes dramatically from the oldest islands of Kauai to the youngest 
island of Hawaii (also called Big Island to avoid confusion). 

This explains why only Big Island has any active volcanoes, and is where the world's largest 
mountain Mauna Kea is found, rising 32,000 ft above the sea floor. Lying at the same latitude as 
Mexico City, Hawaii enjoys a tropical climate. The commercial hub is based around Honolulu on 
the island of Oahu and so it was not surprising that in 2007 Varroa was first reported in three 
abandoned hives in Makiki, an area close to the center of Honolulu. However, a subsequent 
survey of honey-bee colonies of Oahu (both managed and feral hives) revealed that Varroa was 
already widely distributed across the island (http://hawaii.gov/hdoa/pi/ppc/ varroa-bee-mite-
page). This indicates that the original invasion had occurred at least 1 or 2 years previously. 
Much speculation revolves around how it arrived; some people blame the trans-national 
movement of goods including bees in transit through the Honolulu airport. However, the more 
likely route is via the accidental transportation of an infested colony from the mainland US, since 
the majority of goods in Hawaii are imported from the States. Genetic data from the mites and 
their associated viruses may help elucidate the arrival route, but this information is of little help to 
beekeepers since it is almost impossible to eradicate the mite once it has become established 
within the feral honey bee population. 

Honey bees were first successfully established in Hawaii in 1857 using three colonies of German 
dark bees (Apis mellifera mellifera). These were followed by imports of Italian bees 
(A.m.liguistica) in 1880, and later imports of A.m.carnica and A.m.caucasica queens. Major 
beekeeping operations were established on all the main Hawaiian Islands where honey bees 
quickly established themselves as large feral populations. It is currently estimated by re-
searchers at the University of Hawaii (UH) that on the Big Island hundreds of thousands of feral 
colonies exist. For a detailed account of the History of Beekeeping in Hawaii, see the excellent 
account by Roddy and Arita-Tsutsumi (1997). As of 1909 no serious bee diseases e.g. American 
foul-brood (AFB), were present so further imports of bee packages were prohibited. Many typical 
pests of honey bees like the Tracheal mite (Acara-pis woodi) and the bee louse Braula sp. are 
still not present in Hawaii, although the presence of other pathogens such as Nosema cerana 
and Nosema apis may suggest more recent imports of honey bees to the islands. 

Among the Hawaiian Islands, the Big Island has long been associated with beekeeping. As the 
name suggests this is the largest of the Hawaiian islands, and has the most varied environments 
that range from lush tropical forests in the east to dry savannah in the west. The variety in 
microclimates found on this island supports a wide range of economies such as coffee, 
Macadamia nuts, and cattle ranching. Honey bees have had a long and close association with 
the economy of the Big Island. Initially, around 10,000 honey-bee colonies were placed on 
Algarroba, a type of Mesquite, known locally as Kiawe, and used for cattle feed. Algarroba 
produces quality white honey. More recently, the west (dry) coast of the Big Island has become 
the home to several major queen rearing operations. The tropical conditions, wide variety of 
plants and predictable weather patterns allow Hawaiian queen breeders to produce mated 
queens at any time of the year. There are also many honey producers on Big Island, both big 
and small, but the most unusual is the range of pure white organic honeys produced by  Spiegel. 

Therefore, protecting the spread of Varroa from Oahu to the Big Island was a major priority. 
However, despite the establishment of bee-free buffer zones around the major Oahu ports in 
August 2008, Varroa was found in a swarm in the port area of Hilo on the Big Island. 
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In 2009, an attempt to eradicate Varroa was made. This involved using fipronil to kill all honey-
bee colonies within a five-mile radius of the original outbreak using 200 bating stations, and the 
manual removal of feral colonies. However, despite a major effort, it failed and by November 
2009, Varroa was been reported from many locations, including places on the opposite side of 
the island from Hilo. The speed of the spread of Varroa on the Big Island surprised the 
Hawaiian beekeeping community, but this is not unexpected since within 50 years Varroa has 
spread around the world, reflecting the truly global nature of beekeeping. 

During 2009, efforts moved from mite eradication to control and education. This is the key 
function of a small but dedicated team of entomologists from the University of Hawaii-Manoa. 
During 2009, they helped successfully test a new formulation of Mite Awayll (formic acid) since 
the high tropical temperatures made standard formic acid treatments too toxic for bees. 

It still remains unclear if full Apistan resistance is currently present among the Hawaiian Varroa 
populations, but limited testing suggests that some elevated level of resistance may be 
present, although Apistan was used successfully for mite monitoring. The task now facing UH 
researchers and Department of Agriculture is supplying the Hawaiian beekeepers with mite 
control measures and investigating the wider impact that the spread of Varroa will have on 
pollination services. This is particularly important since Hawaii has an agricultural economy 
built on many imported (i.e. non-native) species which have benefited from a 'free' pollination 
service provided by the large feral honey-bee population. It is too early yet to see the full 
impact that Varroa will have but already one Melon Farmer on Oahu has switched crops due to 
the failure of his melon crop. Whether this is linked to the loss of a free pollination service is 
currently being investigated by the bee-team at UH. What is clear is that Varroa will spread to 
and kill the vast majority of feral honeybee colonies on Hawaii as it has done in other parts of 
the world. Until the collapse of the feral honey-bee population, the Varroa population will boom 
and cause potential re-infestation problems for beekeepers. The tropical climate of Hawaii is a 
double-edged sword, since although it allows honey bees to rear brood all-year-round; it also 
allows the mites to breed continuously. Therefore, mite populations will build up much quicker 
than in temperate climates, so reaching threshold values much quicker than in temperate 
regions. However, threshold values are influenced by the complex interactions between 
Varroa-associated viruses such as Deformed Wing Virus (DWV) and the average honey-bee 
lifespan (Sumpter & Martin, 2004). This is due to the viruses transmitted by the feeding 
activities of the mite and not the mite itself that leads to the collapse of the colony. In tropical 
areas, the good conditions allow bees to forage almost continuously so there is a rapid 
turnover of bees and this is predicted to increase the number of mites needed to kill a colony. 
The team at UH is collecting the data required to develop the models required to determine the 
complex interactions between mite and bee reproduction. DWV has already been confirmed 
from bees on Oahu and Big Island. For scientists, researching honey-bee diseases, including 
colony collapse disorder (CCD), the spread of Varroa across Hawaii provides a unique 
opportunity to see how it is changing the viral landscape. This is possible since by collecting 
bee samples from many Varroa-free colonies, we can determine using molecular methods, 
what natural honey-bee viruses are present in what colonies. We can then re-sample these 
colonies after they have been infested by Varroa and investigate how the viral pathogen 
profiles have changed. CCD has not yet been reported from Hawaiian beekeepers, but the 
arrival of Varroa and its associated viruses may change that. 

Fortunately, Hawaiian beekeepers have hindsight on their side, since we now know how to 
control and manage Varroa, and there is absolutely no need to introduce Africanized honey 
bees (AHB), as has been suggested. Although AHB are resistant to Varroa and would thrive on 
Hawaii, the problems associated with their highly defensive nature would affect the tourist trade 
and decimate all queen breeding. The challenge now is to determine the role of honey bees as 
pollinators for large-scale agriculture, especially in the important Macadamia nut and vegetable 
industries, since the Hawaiian pollinator community will be unique. Also, efforts should be 
made to prevent the spread of Varroa to the other Hawaiian Islands, but the large amount of 
inter-island traffic and physical proximity of the Big Island too Maui are likely to cause the mite's 
inevitable spread. 
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Farm Walk and Spring Opening Up. 
 

Saturday 10
th
 April saw the sun shining, bees flying and forty four people turning up at Abbey 

Farm, Flitcham to enjoy a farm walk led by our host Edward Cross, who explained plants and 
planting schemes during the hour long ramble, well supplemented with questions and answers 
from both Edward and the beekeepers.    On their return to the apiary site participants were 
treated to very professional demonstrations on Spring Opening Up by John Woodford, Colin 
Sayer and Barry Walker-Moore, whilst the inner-man was well catered for with loads of 
refreshments provided by Lorraine Gibson and Margaret Woodford amid the usual flurry of ‘bee 
talk’, all filmed by the intrepid Maggie Rickards of course. 
 

 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Bees Wanted. If any one does have any spare bees to sell, please  contact 
me. Pieter Odendaal eMail PieterOdendaal@aol.com . 

 

 

The Association DVDs … 
 

Margaret Rickard has produced some wonderful educational DVDs. If you have not yet bought 
the set, you really should do. You can buy them at most events or order from Margaret directly 
by calling 01945 41072. Each is £6  

#1-Small Hive Beetle. #2-Pollen Analysis, #3-Preparing Honey & Wax for Sale 
#4-Winter Treatment (Oxalic Acid). #5-2009 Shows 
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WNKLBA IN THE NEWS  

 
Members Clive Wakes-Miller and David Bancalari were invited to comment on the recent decline 
in bee numbers and possible implication. Here is an extract from the resulting EDP article. 
 

“What a bee-awful world we would have …”  

In southern Sichuan in China, farmers climb pear trees armed with bamboo canes with chicken 
feathers attached. They have already scraped the pollen from the pear blossoms into a bowl and 
left it to dry for two days. Then they, and their children and the grandparents, climb the trees 
armed with their feather dusters to pollinate the flowers. 

The scenes are described in A World Without Bees, by Alison Benjamin and Brian McCallum. In 
southern Sichuan, honeybees were wiped out by pesticides more than 20 years ago. But the 
pear crops still need to be pollinated, and so the farmers - and their children, and their parents - 
have to do the work instead. 

And while the gentle buzzing of bees is still part of the background of a warm day in Norfolk, 
some experts are concerned that it is a noise that is getting fainter. 

If you replicate the scenes from Sichuan on a global scale, across all crops pollinated by bees, 
the implications hardly bear thinking about. Albert Einstein is famously quoted as saying: "If bees 
disappeared off the surface of the globe, then man would only have four years of life left. No 
more pollination, no more plants, no more animals, no more man." 

It seems more likely that French beekeepers said these words for him, a few years after his 
death. The prediction is perhaps a touch apocalyptic - we would still be able to eat wheat, corn, 
and rice, which are wind-pollinated. But one third of the average diet has been pollinated by 
bees, including apples, avocados, broccoli, carrots, cherries, nuts, onions, oranges, peaches, 
pears, strawberries and sunflowers. So is alfalfa, which is not grown much in this country but is 
important worldwide as cattle feed, and so is cotton. 

Without bees, meat supplies would become more limited... Shortages would cause instability 
inflation and damage the global economy' 

Across the world, 90 types of crop are dependent on honeybees, and their services are worth 
£43bn a year - £ 15bn in the US alone, according to a Cornell University study in 1997. In Britain 
the government estimates bees to be worth £165m to the agricultural economy. 

Without bees, meat supplies would become more limited because of the impact on food crops. 
Rising food prices and shortages would cause economic instability, inflation and damage the 
global economy. 

And it is not just food - beeswax is used in many cosmetics and in industry, and many 
medicines, such as the heart drug digitalin, are made from bee-pollinated plants. 

Clive Wakes-Miller, 73, who lives in Thornham, near Hunstanton, has been keeping bees since 
the age of 12. With fellow beekeeper Michael Lancefield he has around 50 hives, some on the 
nearby marshes, some at Norfolk Lavender near Sandringham, and others at Peter Melchett's 
organic farm at Ringstead. 

He is a retired GP for whom bees have taken over as the focus of his energies, and he has 
travelled the world speaking to beekeepers - in Australia, Chile, Argentina, Cambodia, France, 
and New Zealand. He is particularly interested in the history of the bee, and has been to 
Egyptian tombs to look at the wall murals depicting bees and honey. 

Clive started his career as a junior doctor in the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital in the early '1960s, 
when he got to know the renowned naturalist Ted Ellis.  

As well as working as a GP in Bedfordshire and Lincolnshire, he has worked as the team doctor 
to sports teams including the British handball team, the Jockey Club steeplechasing team, the 
British baseball team, and was personal adviser to sportsmen including the boxers Joe Bugner 
and Richard Dunn. 
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He retired to Thornham in 1997, where he already had a holiday home in the village, overlooking 
a nature reserve where, you can see the wheeling marsh harriers from the kitchen window - or 
even the bath, he tells me. Now their permanent home, it allows his bees nearby to feed on the 
sea lavender. 

But all is not well with his bees. He has recently been out inspecting his hives after the winter, 
and says: "I have lost six hives this week." In a good year he has been able to get 500 lbs of 
honey, but over the last couple of years he has taken very little. "The bees need it more than we 
do," he says. Early reports from the United States suggest losses of around 20 per cent over the 
winter. It is part of a worrying pattern in the last three years, which is itself part of a longer-term 
trend. In 1900 there were an estimated 1m bees in the UK, but a quarter of that 100 years later. 

Bee populations have always changed in cycles, but there is concern that this trend shows no 
sign of going away. In 2007 farming minister Lord Rooker said: "Frankly, if nothing is done, the 
honeybee population could be wiped out in 10 years." 

David Bancalari, who is in his 60s, took up beekeeping seven years ago when he retired from 
his work as director of an insurance company. He has hives near his home in Stratton Strawless, 
near Aylsham, around the edges of Norwich, and on the north Norfolk coast. He says: "I planted 
an orchard and I needed some pollination - bees were the answer. I enjoyed it and got 
interested in what was happening in the beekeeping world, and why we seemed to be suffering 
such a decline in bee numbers and not much was being done about it." 

H£ agrees that there is a downward trend. He sa%; "Usually beekeeping goes in cycles, with 
good years and bad years. There has been a succession of bad years, and especially so in the 
United States." 

Apis mellifera, or the western honeybee, is not the only, pollinator - across the world butterflies, 
hummingbirds and thousands of other bee species play a role. But honeybees are the most 
important to modern agriculture because they live in large colonies and can be moved around in 
a way other bees cannot. They also pollinate a wider variety of plants than any other pollinator. 
And bumblebees and wild solitary bees are also having a hard time. 

Bumblebees in particular have been in catastrophic decline in Europe and North America. 

David says: "There are declines in pollinators across many different- species and across Europe 
as a whole. The insect world tends to move in waves - good years, such as the plague of 
ladybirds last year and bad years when the same species is hardly seen - but if you look at the 
trend you can see it is downwards." 

He adds: "If there weren't bees around you could more or less say that you wouldn't have 
oranges, you wouldn't have apples, you wouldn't have grapes, you wouldn't have pears or 
watermelons or cucumbers or squash or cherries. As the plants that rely on bees died off, 
species that relied on those plants would suffer, leading to the decline or death of species that 
rely on them, and so on... I doubt anybody could accurately predict the total effect." 

 

 

What do you think ? 

 

You can and should influence the future direction of the association. One 
of the ways is by telling us what you think by filling in the attached 
questionnaire. You need to do this by the end of June please and, as an 
incentive, every member who responds will have their name put in a raffle 
and the first one out will get £25 Thornes beekeeping vouchers to spend. 


