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 Next Event 

 Opening-up 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Stuart Grant   

 01485 570040   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

    

Website :   www.wnklba.co.uk 
 

Saturday 10th April 2.30 p.m. Spring Walk and Opening up of the 
Hives, Flitcham Apiary, Flitcham.   There will be a walk around parts of the farm 

led by Abbey Farm Manager, Edward Cross looking at local flora for bees, followed by a 
demonstration on the Spring opening up of the hives when we return to the apiary site.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening up is the time to : Change floors, check for evidence of varroa, evidence of good egg 
laying, assess colony health, size and prospects, ensure sufficient food available ( honey and 
pollen.),  diseases such as nosema, start replacing old comb and possibly add a super. For a 
more complete explanation, come along to this meeting ! 
Refreshments provided. See also http://www.beedata.com/data2/spring_inspection.html  
 

Incoming Chairman, Stuart Grant writes : 

My election to the Chair of the Executive Committee leaves me honoured and somewhat 
nervous!   Clearly,  in an Association which is growing rapidly,  it is good to be thought of as 
capable of taking it forward for the next year(s).   Although I have only 2 years of beekeeping 
experience,  I know that I have a great team of knowledgeable people behind me,   and since a 
significant number now of our members are similarly new to beekeeping,  I hope I can 
understand how you feel.  Most importantly,  I hope I can best understand what you NEED from 
the Association.    But I really don‟t want to presume anything,  so I would like to hear from ALL 
our members what they see as the priorities that we should pursue in the next year or so.   We 
have a program laid out for this year but nothing is ever cast in tablets of stone.   Please, please 
do not be reluctant to contact me or any member of the Executive Committee at any time to 
express your views.  Be assured,  like them or not,  they will be taken into consideration.  
Contact details are on the web-site.  This is YOUR Association,  we look forward to your support 
and participation. 
 
Editor : David Bancalari   Tel: 01603 755105      eMail : david@bancalari.fslife.co.uk 
Secretary : Sara Kedge   Tel: 01553 674051      eMail : sec@wnklba.co.uk  
Bee Inspector : Keith Morgan      Tel: 01485 520838 / 07919 004215 : keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk  
Membership : Diana Flower  Tel: 01953 885048  eMail : member@wnklba.co.uk  
Chairman : Stuart Grant   Tel: 01485 570040 eMail : stuartbgrant1@tiscali.co.uk  

 
We are a member of eBees, the electronic newsletter exchange for Beekeeping 
Associations 
 
 
 

http://www.wnklba.co.uk/
http://www.beedata.com/data2/spring_inspection.html
mailto:david@Bancalari.fslife.co.uk
mailto:sec@wnklba.co.uk
mailto:keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:member@wnklba.co.uk
mailto:stuartbgrant1@tiscali.co.uk
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 Fakenham 

 Market   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 WNKLBA 

 President 

 Don Cooper   
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
  E.A.R.S.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

24th April 2010 Fakenham Farmers' Market. This is held in the Market 

Square in Fakenham, Norfolk from 8.30 to 12 noon on the fourth Saturday of every month  
 
The theme for our stand will be an educational one with lots of useful information on the 
honeybee and it‟s importance as a pollinator.  
Do come along and support the association. See www.fakenhamfarmersmarket.co.uk  
 
 
DON‟S TOP TIPS – MARCH 
 
Many good colonies of bees die needlessly this month simply because of the demands of the 
expanding broodnest. The queen is encouraged to lay more and more eggs by the workers, 
which increases the amount of food she is given – it takes roughly a comb of stores to sustain 
the bees and rear a comb full of  brood . As little or no nectar is available early in the month, an 
inspection of just a minute will ascertain whether the stock has adequate stores. If in doubt give 
a feed of sugar syrup and follow with more as required.  Feeding should be in proportion to the 
strength of the colony.  
 
Prepare for the inevitable: strong stocks may need supers by the end of March or during 
April….have  them ready along with the queen excluders. Also plan for brood comb 
replacements, any old dark, distorted combs or ones that contain more than around 10% of 
drone cells, or maybe have broken lugs, should be replaced by rewaxed or new frames. 
 
Never mark or clip a queen until you are sure that if the bees reject her (which they sometimes 
do) you or the bees can replace her, which is probably around early May. 
 
DON‟S TOP TIPS – APRIL 
 
With colonies expanding fast, and depending on the season, supers need to be put on the hives 
as soon as bees are covering 9 or 10 combs (National size). Supers are not just there for storing 
nectar or honey. They are required for the ever increasing numbers of bees, and assists in 
avoiding congestion and therefore helping to delay preparations to swarm. 
Watch out for signs of drone laying queens, a problem that a few years ago was fairly 
uncommon but probably due to viruses associated with the Varroa mite is becoming less so. The 
signs are either good areas of generally flat worker brood with the occasional raised „dome‟ 
cappings of drone cells. This may be an early indication that the queen is beginning to fail, 
through to a complete broodnest full of drone brood where there should be worker brood. 
Removal of a few caps of these cells may confirm the situation as the large compound eyes of 
the drone pupae are unmistakeable. Any queen cells raised by the bees in this situation are not 
viable. A drone laying queen should be found, destroyed and replaced.  
Queen bees generally should be replaced at least every other season. Very few are useful in 
their third or subsequent years. Most successful beekeepers replace their queens every year 
wherever possible. There is nothing magical about queen rearing. Why pay £20 or more for a 
queen bee when you can easily rear your own? Give it a try!    
 

 

Eastern Associations Research Studentship (EARS) 
 
We are delighted to report that Honorary Membership of WNKLBA – the Lead Association in this 
4-year BBSRC/NBU/Sheffield University/Beekeepers research studentship has been awaded to 
our student, Ricarda (Ricky) Kather for the duration of her studentship.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fakenhamfarmersmarket.co.uk/
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The New Committee (Part 1)   More next month ! 
 

Stuart Grant – Chairman. My desire to take up beekeeping stemmed from a friend who had 
one hive in a garden where I did some work from time to time. After initial training with 
WNKLBA,  I took delivery of two full colonies and boy was this a baptism of fire!  Nobody 
warned me about the noise 60,000 angry bees make when the are „manipulated‟ by a raw 
beginner!   My first two attempts were shortened rapidly by the desire of them to reduce me to 
a quivering wreck!   Somewhat better now,  they seem to sense I have more experience and 
confidence and I now have 3 colonies and hope to expand to 6 this summer. 
 
Terry Gibson ( (Vice Chairman. Education Coordinator). Terry has some 10 years or so 
experience of beekeeping, a hobby he shares with Lorraine his wife.   He is particularly keen 
on the Educational and Good Husbandry side of beekeeping,  which has seen him become a 
member of two National Working Parties in these areas as well as facilitating for BBKA events 
at Stoneleigh.  
 
 
Chris Snell – Treasurer. Chris is a retired Director of drug discovery research in the 
international pharmaceutical industry, but now applies his energies to the five acre smallholding 
in Runcton Holme with Vice chairperson Penny. Chris does hive construction, honey harvesting 
and label design and printing. Chris is also an active member of Norfolk Smallholders Training 
Group. 
 
 
 
David Bancalari. Communications (Bee-Aware Editor, Website).  David is a member of the 
BBKA Executive, Editor of the Bee Farmers Bulletin and a member of all three Norfolk based 
Associations. He has a particular interest in research and is industry partner for the Eastern 
Associations‟ Research Studentship (EARS) in which WNKLBA is the lead association. In 
addition he participates in The Council of National Beekeeping Associations of the United 
Kingdom (CONBA) and regularly participates in EU beekeeping committees. 
After an I.T. career in 'the City', David retired into beekeeping, as well as running fishing lakes 
and a hairdressing salon.   
 
 
Joan Burton. An army marches on its stomach, so the saying goes, and Joan is  often behind 
the scenes ensuring sufficient refreshments are there for everyone. Joan is Jill Tinsey‟s mum 
so is always heavily involved in the Sandringham show and many other pibilc-facing events. 
 
 
 
Judy Heal. WNKLBA Representative to NBKA. Judy has been keeping bees for five years, 
two to three colonies in the garden, to pollinate fruit and vegetables and to provide honey.   
She has taken the BBKA Basic Assessment.  Judy runs a Bed & Breakfast business as well as 
being treasurer for St Mary's, Burgh Parva and secretary of the CPRE Norfolk Anti Litter Group 
She owns dogs, hens and grows her own vegetables. 
 
 
Brian Gemmell (Education and Blackborough End Training Apiary coordinator). Brain 
has kept lots of bee colonies for many many years in various parts of Wales and England. He 
has a wealth of experience to offer beginners and managed to persuade son William to join in 
beekeeping too. 
 
 
Keith Morgan (Regional Bee Inspector).  Keith keeps many colonies in West Norfolk where 
he manages to combine beekeeping with his duties as the regional bee inspector for the nine 
counties of Eastern Region and also attending to markets as far afield as London.  
 
If you recognise anyone at an Event, please say hello ! 
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Taster Session  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BBKA HQ 

STONELEIGH 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
See if beekeeping is for you.  
Sundays 2 – 4pm at Blackborough End Apiary. PE32 1SQ  
Dates:- April 11

th
 (full) , May 16

th
 , June 13

th
 , July 11

th
 , August 8

th
. Cost £5.00 per person.  

These 2 hour sessions are designed to give an experience of looking into a hive, how it feels to 
be surrounded by buzzing insects and provide an insight into the world of the honeybee, so that 
anyone interested in taking up beekeeping can make an informed decision as to whether they 
would like to go on and find out more.  
Bee suits and gloves will be available to borrow.  
Participants must bring suitable footwear and a cap. Wellingtons would be the ideal or any boots 
that trousers can be tucked into. Failure to do so will mean that participation in the session will 
be denied. 

To reserve a place telephone Lorraine or Terry Gibson on 01553 674051.  
 
 
 
 
 

Introductory Course 2010/2011   (Total cost £35) 
Comprises 4 „theory‟ sessions and 3 practical sessions each of 2 hours duration  
Also encouraged is attendance at our annual „Healthy Bees are Happy Bees‟ demo.  
 

Theory sessions: 19:00-21.00 Tuesdays 19
th
 October, 2

nd
 November 16

th
 November 2010 and  

22nd March 2011 Venue: Tottenhill Village Hall PE33 0RS  
 

Practical Sessions (provisional): Sundays 2011 24
th
 April 2011, 15

th
 May, June 2011  

Venue: Blackborough End training Apiary PE32 1SQ  
 

„Healthy Bees are Happy Bees‟  10.00-16.00  
Date: to be arranged but usually early May 2011 
Venue: Tottenhill Village Hall & Blackborough End Training Apiary  
 

To reserve a place contact: Lorraine or Terry Gibson, 17 Ffolkes Drive, King‟s Lynn ,PE30 3BX  
Tel: 01553 674051 e-mail: beekeepers@gmx.com  
 
 

Friday-Sunday 16th-18th April BBKA Spring Convention – 
Stoneleigh, Warwickshire 
The biggest bee convention of the year. Ask around – there will be someone to share the 
journey. Lots of useful seminars, sales of equipment on Saturday (be early !) for details look at 
the BBKA website. http://www.britishbee.org.uk/spring_convention_courses.php where you can 
download all the details. You can book on-line too. A47 to Peterborough, A605 to A14, M6 jnc 2 
Coventry. About 2 ½ hours from Lynn. 
 
 

 

Saturday 8th/Sunday 9th May Oxborough Hall (PE33 9PS) 
educational display in participation with the National Trust‟s celebration of National Bee Week. 
Just off the A134 half way between Lynn and Thetford. The hall is open 11-5 both days. 
Contact Jill Tinsey on 01362 694160 if you can help please. 
 

 

Sunday 9th May 10am – 4pm „Healthy Bees are Happy Bees‟. All 
Welcome – Theory & Practical Day on how to recognize the most common diseases that 

affect bees at Tottenhill Village Hall (PE33 0RS) and Training Apiary, Blackborough End (PE32 
1SQ). For old hands and beginners alike. Contact: Lorraine Gibson 01553 674051. Just off 
A10, 4 miles south  of Lynn.  Bring your own lunch please ! Light refreshments provided. 
 

 
Monday May 3

rd
 NBKA What you should look for when you open a hive. Applebee, Rockland St 

Mary NR 13 7HE Event organiser John Everett 01508 538231 
 

Sunday May 9
th

 NBKA 2.30pm Overview of Basic Assessment & how to pass it. Easton Leisure 
Centre Easton College. NR9 5DX with Carolyne Liston 01603 893330 and Paul Metcalf 01603 
759346 
 
 

mailto:beekeepers@gmx.com
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/spring_convention_courses.php
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Some notes 

taken by our 

President, 

Don Cooper  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerry 

Burbidge and 

the rest of the 

Northern Bee 

Books team 

will be at 

Stoneleigh ï 

with copies of 

AGM speaker 

David Astonôs 

latest book 

 

David Aston 

 
 
 

 
I was very pleased to be re-elected as President of WNKLBA for a second year. To hold such a 
post is a great honour.  

The minutes of the 2009 AGM and EGM were adopted without need for amendments. Reports 
were given from the Chair, Treasurer, Annual Delegate and Education Officers, always an ideal 
way of disseminating information on the health of the Association.  

The Election of Officers were as follows: Henry Bellingham, MP., Sir J.J. Bagge and the Right 
Honourable Marquis of Cholmondeley were confirmed as Vice-Presidents. Stuart Grant was 
elected as our new Chairman, Terry Gibson as Vice-Chairman and Chris Snell remains in post 
as Treasurer. Sara Kedge was elected as our new Secretary, and Diane Flower was confirmed 
as our Membership Secretary. Barry Walker- Moore was elected as the new Show Secretary. 

The Committee members , namely Joan Burton, David Bancalari, Brian Gemmell, Colin Sayer, 
Keith Morgan, Margaret Woodford, Judy Heal (WNKLBA rep to NBKA) and John Woodford were 
voted  in en bloc.  Thanks were expressed to all Officers and Committee members.  

An Honorarium was awarded to the posts of Apiary Manager and Education Co-ordinator.  

The Constitution was amended and up-dated to take into account the Insurance restrictions of 
under-18 year old members, and was unanimously accepted.  

It was pleasing to be made aware that due to the financial health of the Association funds there 
would be no increase in the WNKLBA portion of the subscription.  

Jeff Rounce, Pam Rix and Paul Metcalf were joined by Ernie Dix as Honorary Members. Ricky 
Kather, the EARS PhD student, was granted temporary Honorary status for the duration of the 
Research Project.  

Congratulations were given to Sara Kedge at the presentation of her BBKA Basic Certificate. 

As President, I thanked retiring Chair, Jill Tinsey; Penny Snell, retiring Vice-Chair; and retiring 
Secretary Lorraine Gibson for their service and dedication to the Association. The work carried 
out in these posts is very much appreciated. Bouquets were presented.  

The Dunkley Memorial Lecture following the business meeting was given by Dr. David Aston 
NDB, on “The Value of Pollen”. This was extremely interesting and informative.  
 

 

Be informed, be up to date, be entertained 

read 

THE BEEKEEPERS QUARTERLY 

the 64 page full colour magazine in its 25th year 

view a sample at http://www.bkq.org.uk 

£26 per year from Northern Bee Books,  

Scout Bottom Farm, Mytholmroyd, Hebden Bridge HX7 5JS 

sales@recordermail.co.uk 

http://www.groovycart.co.uk/beebooks  
 

Healthy Bees Plan.  15
th
 March.  Following a positive meeting held on the 17th 

February 2010 between Martin Smith, Tim Lovett and Brian Ripley with Helen Crews, Head of 
Inspectorates, and Tony Harrington, Director of Policy and Regulation of the Food and 
Environment Research Agency, the BBKA Trustees voted that the BBKA should rejoin the 
project board at the earliest opportunity. 

Following the vote at the Trustees meeting held on the 27th February 2010 this decision was 
relayed to Fera and the BBKA will be attending the next scheduled meeting of the Healthy Bee 
Project Board. 

Regards, Mike Harris, General Secretary. More in BBKA News 

 

 

 

http://www.groovycart.co.uk/beebooks


 

 

 

               West Norfolk & King’s Lynn Beekeepers Association 

    AApprriill  22001100        BBeeee  AAwwaarree  
                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 

 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairmanôs 

Report 2009 

 

 

by outgoing 

chair Jill 

Tinsey 

 

Jill has 

worked 

tirelessly 

for the 

association 

for many 

years.  

 

We wish her 

well for the 

future 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margaret 

Rickard 

 

 

The question that seemed to be on everyone‟s lips as we moved into a new year was – „how are 
your bees‟. The news coverage of the plight of the bee had spread far and wide. Everyone 
appeared to have heard about the problems and wanted to know what they could do. Many 
people were stirred to take up beekeeping and as a result the Association has seen a huge 
increase this year in its membership. We are not alone nationally the interest in beekeeping has 
sawed.   

As we started 2009 everyone hoped that the winter losses seen in 2008 were not going to be 
repeated. The bees had gone into the winter with good provisions. A cold winter meant that the 
vast majority of the bees were strong and healthy in the spring. The Association bees were no 
exception. The hives had been transferred to the new Training Apiary at Blackborough End, in 
the previous autumn. 

At the beginning of April the Association Training Apiary was officially opened by our vice-
president Henry Bellingham MP. Through out the year it has been well used for training 
purposes, taster sessions and demonstrations. The apiary manager has been kept very busy 
keeping the colonies in good order.  

The Association has been present at a variety of different public events through out the year; 
CUE East Festival of Sustainable Living at the Forum, Holkham Game & Country Fair, Abbey 
Farm open day, Norfolk Small Holders Day and the Apple Day at North Creake Abbey. These 
events help to keep beekeeping in the public eye and yet educate at the same time. There is a 
lot of time and hard work which goes into organising and running the events. Many volunteers 
are required to talk to the hundreds of visitors that pass through our displays. Without your help 
and support we could not have done these events and that would be a great loss for both the 
public and beekeeping itself. 

Sandringham Show was once again a great success. With the season being a slightly better 
one, the entry numbers were up. There was a new class for those beginning along the road of 
honey showing, with a wonderful shield presented by Ernie and Trixie Dix as the prize. There 
were many visitors through the marquee including the Royal Party and their guests. 

We had also decided to hold a large raffle that would be drawn at the show. This was a great 
new venture and one that the committee plan to repeat.  

On the exam front we had another successful year with members passing the Basic and General 
Husbandry exam, microscopy exam and modules. Well done to all of you. 

The year ended with a series of autumn lectures all well attended, in particular the beekeepers 
question time. I look forward to seeing what the education group have planned for next autumn. 

I would just like to take the opportunity to say a big thank you to all the members of the 
committee for all their hard work in making 2009 a very successful year. It has been nice to see 
so many members both old and new attending the different events. I hope that you will all 
continue to support the activities throughout the coming year and allowing the Association to 
grow and develop along with your beekeeping knowledge. Lets hope 2010 will be just as 
successful. 
 

National Garden Scheme on Saturday 29
th

 /Sunday 30th May, 10am - 5pm.   
 

Clear View Gardens, Cross Lane, off Bevis Lane or Lords Lane, Wisbech St Mary, PE13 
4TX. Margaret and Graham Rickard 01945 410724. (5 minutes from Wisbech centre) 
 

The garden is just under 2 acres and has a cottage garden, herbaceous borders, rose beds, 
large lawn and plenty of seats on which to eat home-made cakes and teas, a lake, bird hide, 
allotment, two honeybee colonies (which will be blocked off) and the whole garden is wildlife and 
insect friendly. Last year we identified a Ruderal bumblebee making a visit, and a rare Tortrix 
moth as well.  The wonderful  CRANWELL (clarinet and keyboard) will occasionally be playing 
light music. 
 

We open again on Saturday 26
th
  June for EACH, East Anglian Children's Hospice. This time the  

MUDDY BOOTS JAZZ will be playing, with John Crocker guesting again. 
  

The garden is also open any day from April to the end of June with just a phone call. 
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For Sale / 

Wanted  

 
I experienced 
anaphylaxis last 
summer and so I am 
no longer 
able to keep bees.  
All three of my hives 
are showing signs of 
healthy activity 
having made it 
through the winter.  
Unfortunately, 
because of my 
sensitivity 
to bee venom, I have 
been unable to make 
a closer inspection. 
 
My mobile phone 
number is 07950 
362221. 
My address is 
Aqueduct Cottage, 
Well Creek Road, 
Outwell, Norfolk, 
PE14 8SA. 
I am only around at 
weekends. 
If anyone is 
interested in any of 
the items (some 
priced some 
not) then they should 
phone me first just to 
check that  I will be 
around.   
 
Teresa Lovick 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Local Thornes and Maismore Agent Don Cooper  will be trading as normal in 2010– but trading 
in tandem with Helen Dixon of Alby Crafts Centre situated on the main A140, coast side of 
Aylsham….. Stock will be held in both places. 
 
Beekeepers will have more choice of where to purchase supplies. Orders can also be made 
through Helen‟s “on-line” sales site. 
Helen is a beekeeper and a gifted sculptor – you can also browse around the craft centre and 
visit the extensive gardens, which includes an observation hive for public viewing during the 
active season. 
 
Helen Dixon, Alby Crafts 07961 204241 (Anglia Clay Supplies) 
 
Don Cooper , Pipriki, Chapel Road, Roughton, Norwich, NR11 8QP. Tel: 01263 761517  
 
Any orders for nucs need to be placed very soon to avoid disappointment. (contact Don) 
 
 
 



 

 

 

               West Norfolk & King’s Lynn Beekeepers Association 

    AApprriill  22001100        BBeeee  AAwwaarree  
                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 

 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 
 

April 2010     Bee Aware 

                       The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 

Retrospective. 

 

 

 

John 

Woodford   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
There are times when I get quite exasperated with beekeeping. When examining my stored 
supers today I found a mouse had squeezed itself through my defences and taken up residence, 
cutting some nice holes in the wax to accommodate most spacious living quarters. Grrrrrrr! 

Beekeeping in 2009 started with the application of oxalic acid in early January when the least 
amount of brood is present. This worked very well in almost eliminating the varroa population 
and as the daytime temperatures rose in the spring and the days lengthened the bees 
responded to the good weather and built up rapidly. The very low rainfall of 5mm for the whole of 
March contributed to large colonies which took advantage of the early summer blossom. May 
was another good month with an average daytime temperature of 82degrees. Although the total 
rainfall for May was 72mm, half of this fell on Friday 15th so the bees were not affected and 
expanded further. 

The low rainfall in June coupled with a high average temperature of 90degrees saw bumper 
honey crops, however, after the first week in July everything stopped. Although there were good 
temperatures in July, August and September, the lack of rain, (no rain fell between 4th – 30th 
September), meant that nectar production was very low. 

The first appreciable autumn rain fell in the 2nd week of October and gradually the moisture 
levels returned to normal. Anglia water say that their reservoirs and aquifers are above normal 
levels but it is soil moisture levels which mainly determine nectar availability. 

As usual ivy, coupled with sugar syrup has provided a good amount of stores to see them 
through the winter months. 

So, after the disastrous season of 2008 I can report that 2009 was a good year. 

 

DON COOPER 
BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES 

GOOD STOCK OF THORNEôS AND MAISEMORE EQUIPMENT 

HIVES FRAME S SMOKERS VEILS FOUNDATION EXTRACTORS  

HONEY JARS ETC.  

BOTH ECONOMY AND TOP QUALITY ITEMS  

APIGUARD AVAILABLE AT COST, COLLECTED  

CAN BE POSTED AT NOMINAL CHARGE, (EG. £3.20 FOR BOX OF 10 TRAYS)  

OXALIC ACID AND THYMOL CRYSTALS ALSO AVAILABLE, COLLECTED  

VARROA FLOORS AND MESH AVAILABLE FOR DIY  

PRE-ORDERED ITEMS CAN BE COLLECTED AT MEETINGS BY ARRANGEMENT  

FOR SERVICE AND ADVICE YOU CANôT DO BETTER! 
DON COOPER PIPIRIKI CHAPEL ROAD ROUGHTON NR11 8QP 

TEL. 01263 761517 don@pipiriki.co.uk 
 

 
Bees for sale - several National hives available 

Also complete Langstroth Hives with open mesh floors (without bees)  
Phone David Bancalari 01603 755105 

 

 
Vice-Presidents. We are delighted to report that acceptances have been received from The 
Marquess of Cholmondeley, Henry Bellingham MP and Sir Jeremy Bagge of Stradsett Hall. The 
visits and active support of our vice presidents is hugely appreciated and adds greatly to the 
vibrancy of the association as well as reflecting the public concern for pollinators in general and 
honeybees in particular. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:don@pipiriki.co.uk
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Beekeepers 

 

ñAdopt a 

Hiveò 

 

For those who 

are interested 

but do not 

wish to take 

up 

beekeeping  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Go to  http://www.adoptabeehive.co.uk/ for details 
 

The British Beekeepers Association (BBKA) on March 19 announced its response to the 
widespread public concern over the country‟s disappearing honey bees, by launching Adopt a 
Beehive – the first public fundraising campaign in its 136-year history.  
 
Sponsored by the Saga Group and supported also by Michelin-starred chef Raymond Blanc, the 
new campaign is aimed at the many thousands of people who are concerned over the  appalling 
loss of honey bees , but who are unable to have a hive themselves.  
 
Martin Smith, BBKA President, said: ”Adopt a Beehive  is the way people can do something to 
help the plight of the honey bee  and support the charitable aims of the BBKA. 
 
“They can be confident that their donation  to the campaign will be making a direct contribution 
towards funding applied bee health research and training beekeepers – the vital measures 
needed to ensure our honey bees survive.”  Raymond Blanc, Michelin- starred chef, said: “I like 
to cook with the finest fresh locally sourced fruit and vegetables and I know just how important 
honey bees are in pollinating them.  
 
“We can all help by planting pollen and nectar rich plants and trees and of course giving money 
to fund research into why they are dying.  
 

 
“High Levels of Miticides and Agrochemicals in North American Apiaries: Implications for 
Honey Bee Health” Christopher A. Mullin, Maryann Frazier, Jeff Pettis et al, March 2010 
 

A broad survey of pesticide residues was conducted on samples from migratory and other 
beekeepers across 23 states, one Canadian province and several agricultural cropping systems 
during the 2007–08 growing seasons. 
 

Results : Honey bees across North America are extensively exposed to multiple pesticides 
Brood nest wax and foundations, beebread and trapped pollen, and adult bees and brood 
comprising 749 samples contained 118 different pesticides and metabolites, 4894 total residues 
of which 748 were systemics, and averaged 6.5 detections per sample. In the 259 wax samples 
(Table 1) 87 pesticides and metabolites were found with up to 39 different detections in a single 
sample, averaging 8 different pesticide residues each. In the 350 pollen samples analyzed 
(Table 2), 98 pesticides and degradates were identified, with up to 31 different pesticides found 
in a single sample, and samples averaged 7.1 different pesticide residues each. 
 

The analysis of bees resulted in fewer detections (Table 3), and averaged 2.5 residues per each 
of the 140 samples, with a maximum of 25 in one sample. Only one of the wax, three pollen and 
12 bee samples had no detectable pesticides. Multiple residues prevailed in the bee, pollen and 
wax samples, with 2 or more pesticides detected in 92.3% of 749 analyzed (Table 4). Almost 
half of these samples (49.9%) contained at least one systemic pesticide. The most frequent 
binary pair of detections were the miticides fluvalinate and coumaphos found in 77.7% of 
samples, followed by the pyrethroid fluvalinate with the fungicide chlorothalonil (41.2%), 
fluvalinate with the organophosphate chlorpyrifos (39.4%), and the organophosphate 
coumaphos with chlorothalonil (39.1%). All 393 bee, pollen or wax samples with a fungicide 
detection (52.5%), except 9, had at least one other pyrethroid or organophosphate 
insecticide/miticide present. The most prevalent ternary combinations contained fluvalinate and 
coumaphos with chlorothalonil (38.6% of samples analyzed), chlorpyrifos (34.4%) or degradates 
of the miticide amitraz (32.6%). At least one each of an insecticide/acaricide, fungicide or 
herbicide were found in 28.5% of samples. The highest frequency of quaternary combinations of 
pesticides were the three miticides, fluvalinate, coumaphos and amitraz, with chlorothalonil 
(24%) or chlorpyrifos (15.7%) or fluvalinate, coumaphos, chlorothalonil and chlorpyrifos (19.2%).  
 

Notes: a full copy of the 20-page report is available in eMail form from the Editor 
 
 
 

http://www.adoptabeehive.co.uk/
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away to show 

horizontal 

óplatesô of 

brood.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Asian Hornet arrived around Bordeaux, France in 2004/5 and has spread at the rate of 
about 50 miles/year since. 

Odd colonies have been found around Paris in 2009 : the predicted spread indicates a >50/50 
likelihood of arrival in UK within 5 years, and just to make you feel easy, a 3% chance of arrival 
this or next year. 

- It is easily distinguished from other hornets by its yellow legs and black thorax and is typically 
about 2.5cm long. 

- Not unusual for colonies to reach 5,000-15,000 at peak 

- It is at it‟s most effective as a honeybee predator in September/October when honeybee 
colonies are reducing in strength. 

- In France, beekeepers have been reporting 50%-70% colony losses from these hornets. When 
traps are deployed losses reduce to  15-25% 

There have been no reports in France of colony aggressive behaviour toward humans, but then 
they are more likely to build nests in trees, often high up. Those who have worked with the same 
species in other parts of the world recommend real care when attempting destruction of a colony 
– although generally passive, as with honey bees, they can signal attack and respond very 
quickly. 

In areas of the world where there is co-existence of similar hornets/honeybees, bees have 
acquired a) defence mechanisms such as retreat into hive/reducing entrances  or changing 
flying hours to late on in the day, after hornets have departed b)  attacking mechanisms such as 
„balling‟ to asphyxiate the hornet (some simple but fascinating experiments shown here to 
demonstrate obstruction of rearmost pairs of hornet spiracles as preferential method) 

In France (& probably UK) no balling, no organized and massive defence, honeybees try to sting 
the hornet, honeybees continue to forage „normally‟, honeybees do not cover the hive entrances 
with propolis. 

  

Traps such as an Apiburg floor 
(contains false one-way entrances 
that lure hornets - but honeybees 
learn correct route in/out of hive) or 
bottles with funnels in, baited until 
middle of October with fish paste + 
shrimps and then apple juice have 
been shown to be most effective – 
trapping  3000+ hornets in an apiary 
during tests. 

Interestingly when cleaning out traps, leaving some dead hornets behind improves success 
rates. 

 

Results showed that:- 

- trapping was effective from both APIBURG and bait traps. 

- The more colonies are equipped with APIBURG traps, the better protection you get 

- Bait traps require continual replacement of bait and different baits according to hornets‟ 
preferences. APIBURG traps don‟t. 

- Indications are  that a combination of traps protects the apiary most efficiently.  

On the bright side larvae are treated as a delicacy in some parts of the world. Enjoy ! 

Alexandros Papachristoforou, European Professional Beekeepers Association (EPBA) 

 

 


