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NEXT EVENT: 

New DVD of the 

Association 

and Question 

Time 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EGM, 
PRESENTATION 
OF BBKA 
CERTIFICATES 
AND “50 YEARS 
OF BEEKEEPING” 

 

 

 

 
NOTICE OF EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING – see below 

 World Premiere of “The World of WNKLBA” by Margaret 
Rickard  and “Beekeepers Question Time” Friday 30th October 
7p.m. at Tottenhill Village Hall PE33 0RS (about 5 miles south of 
the Hardwick Roundabout on the A10) 
 

You will have seen Margaret at events this year, busy filming and photographing. She 
has compiled a DVD of a year in the life of the association. Part educational, part 
historical and part amusing - in all probability you are in the film !   Tonight you will 
have a chance to see the finished product and chat with Margaret about the making of 
it (oh, and order a copy too). 
 

After the usual excellent refreshments we have “Beekeepers Question Time”.   Guest 
Panellists will be past chairman Ernie Dix, raffle organiser and BBKA delegate John 
Woodford, Education member Brian Gemmell and newly promoted Regional Bee 
Inspector Keith Morgan. What a team !    The evening is meant to be both fun and 
informative so do come along. There is no entry fee.   
  Apiary Clean-up  Saturday 7th November – Flitcham, 10am-4pm 
 

Cleaning day – yes it’s dirty, but necessary work.   Come along in your best working 
gear armed with some goodwill and help to clean up the equipment so that the apiary 
will be ready to buzz into action again next Spring.   Tea and coffee will be available 
during the day and there will also be some soup at lunchtime, so there will  only be a  
need to bring some sandwiches if you intend staying all day.   Please do come along 
the day is an ideal opportunity to talk beekeeping with like-minded people, pick up 
some more useful tips and also to help your Association. 
  
EGM and ’50 years of Beekeeping” by Don Cooper Friday 27th 

November 2009, 7.30 p.m.  at Tottenhill Village Hall PE33 0RS    
The EGM is a) to adopt the accounts for 2008/2009 and b) to make a minor 
change the constitution to allow application for charity status. 
 

There will then be a presentation to each of the association candidates who 
have successfully passed the BBKA Examinations this year. 
 

And then it is with great pleasure that we have President Don Cooper taking us 
on a sprightly jaunt through 50 years of beekeeping. From Norfolk County 
Schools champion beekeeper to years with Brother Adam at Buckfast Abbey; 
from commercial beekeeper to Thornes agent and Seasonal Bee Inspector. 
What a cornucopia of delights awaits all who come along to this session ! 
There will be no entry fee and there will be the customary refreshments. 
 

 

Editor : David Bancalari   Tel: 01603 755105     eMail : david@bancalari.fslife.co.uk 
Secretary : Lorraine Gibson  Tel: 01553 674051     eMail : sec.wnklba@virgin.net  
Bee Inspector : Keith Morgan     Tel: 01485 520152   eMail : keith.morgan93@googlemail.com  
Keith’s address is:  14, Hyde Park Cottages (Off Church Road), Little Massingham, Kings Lynn  PE32 2JP 
 

  

  

         Website :   www.wnklba.co.uk 
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HEALTHY BEES 
PLAN UPDATE 

 

 

You will no doubt have read that BBKA have withdrawn from the Healthy Bees Plan 
(HBP) that brings all ‘stakeholders’ together to develop a common strategy for 
beekeeping. Our Association’s committee agreed to write to the BBKA stating our 
concern at the withdrawal.  The BBKA have responded as follows : 
“Thank you for your letter of 7 October concerning the BBKA's withdrawal from 
the implementation of the Healthy Bees Plan.  You will have seen further amplification 
from both Tim Lovett and me in the latest edition of BBKA News. 
You can rest assured that continued close dialogue is taking place between FERA and 
the BBKA on a whole range of issues including the implementation of the HBP.  You 
will have heard from the discussions at the Forum with Helen Crews the Head of 
Inspectorates at FERA that there continues to be close contact on the ways in which 
our differences over implementation can be resolved. 
 I can also confirm that the BBKA Executive have no problem with the overall 
objectives of the HBP and you will have seen how, on the education strand, these 
dovetail with the plans of the BBKA. 
 You will appreciate that, as an organisation staffed almost exclusively by volunteers, 
we cannot afford to waste valuable time on a process that we feel, as currently 
constructed, is deeply flawed and not likely to achieve the stated aims efficiently.  I 
would however like to think that these differences could be resolved at some stage in 
the near future and the BBKA can then continue to take its full part in the process, 
whilst continuing to drive forward its own plans for improved education and training for 
the membership as a whole. (signed) Martin Smith – Chairman BBKA  
 

 

Although BBKA have ‘withdrawn’ from the HBP, all 
the various streams continue to make progress, with 
‘behind the scenes’ interaction with BBKA. The 
project management board has met twice and is 
refining terms of reference for the three work 
streams. One of those streams has invited WNKLBA 
member David Bancalari to participate.  
David writes “the majority of the communications 
team are editors of national beekeeping newsletters 
and we are being asked to consider methods of 
communications. Classical  communication models 
are based on Laswell’s “Who says what in which 
channel to whom with what effect”.  

However much of modern communication is based on attention – how to capture and 
hold your attention. Communication is also a two-way process i.e. how you react (with 
suggestions and comments) e.g. when we phone you to ask you along to the next 
event.  
WNKLBA, and the other associations for whom I edit newsletters are actually really 
good sounding board for ideas in communications and I hope you will tell me exactly 
what you think of the various changes we have made over the years in the way in 
which communicate with you.” 
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RECENT 
EVENTS 
 
APPLE DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PAUL 
METCALF AND 
GERTRUDE 

DON COOPER 
BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES 

 
GOOD STOCK OF THORNE’S AND MAISEMORE EQUIPMENT 

HIVES FRAMES SMOKERS VEILS FOUNDATION EXTRACTORS 
HONEY JARS  ETC. 

 
BOTH ECONOMY AND TOP QUALITY ITEMS 

 
APIGUARD AVAILABLE AT COST, COLLECTED 

CAN BE POSTED AT NOMINAL CHARGE, (EG. £3.20 FOR BOX OF 10 TRAYS) 
 

OXALIC ACID AND THYMOL CRYSTALS ALSO AVAILABLE, COLLECTED 
 

VARROA FLOORS AND MESH AVAILABLE FOR DIY 
 

PRE-ORDERED ITEMS CAN BE COLLECTED AT MEETINGS BY ARRANGEMENT 
 

FOR SERVICE AND ADVICE YOU CAN’T DO BETTER! 
 

DON COOPER  PIPIRIKI  CHAPEL ROAD ROUGHTON NR11 8QP 
TEL. 01263 761517   don@pipiriki.co.uk 

 
OXALIC ACID KITS at cost – SUFFICIENT FOR 3 (£1) or 5 (£1.50) HIVES.  

Made-up solution, syringe, instructions and gloves. 
 Contact : David Bancalari on 01603 755105.  

 
 

 

Apple Day – North Creak Abbey, Saturday 17th October.     A very well 
attended event with amazing displays of apples and other local products.   
WNKLBA had a very nice corner pitch in the barn at Abbey Farm with the usual 
very informative displays and a mouth-watering selection of honey for sale, 
augmented by wax, polish and some of Penny’s Alpaca knitting wool.   A 
steady and constant stream of both customers and interested people, many of 
whom were from far flung parts of the Country, kept the volunteers busy, but it 
must be said that Maggie’s sales techniques needed to be seen to be believed! 
  

 
 

A small gathering of members attended the first of the Autumn events held at 
Tottenhill Village Hall where they were treated to 
an exceptionally good talk by Paul Metcalf, ably 
assisted by ‘Gertrude’ the bee on the subject of 
How the Bee Works.   Paul’s knowledge, method 
of delivery and wry humour kept everyone’s 
interest, although a couple of the audience did 
leave a little boggle-eyed after some of the Latin 
names that related to ‘Gertrude’s various internal 
organs!   Lorraine Gibson 
 

SITUATIONS 
VACANT 

 
SECRETARY 

 
Lorraine 
Gibson has 
decided to 
step down 
from secretary 
duties from 
next March 
(AGM) to 
concentrate 
on helping 
Terry with 
education. If 
you would like 
to help out by 
taking on this 
role, please 
contact 
Lorraine on 
01553 674051 
 



 

  Page 4 of 6 
 
 

 

October 2009 

West Norfolk & King’s Lynn Beekeepers Association 

BBeeee  AAwwaarree  
The Friendly Beekeepers of Norfolk 

REPORTS 

 

 

 

 

NBU END OF 
YEAR FIGURES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEITH MORGAN’S 
REPORT FOR 
WNKLBA 

 

 

 

County   

Colonies 
Inspected  
- Live 

No. of 
colonies 
destroyed 
after 
diagnosis 
of AFB   

No. of 
colonies 
diagnosed 
positive 
for EFB †  

Percent 
of 
inspected 
colonies 
which 
had AFB  

Percent 
of 
inspected 
colonies 
which 
had EFB 

Bedfordshire  693 0 0 0.00 0.00 
Cambridgeshire 1179 5 0 0.42 0.00 
Essex  1472 0 15 0.00 1.02 
Hertfordshire  687 0 8 0.00 1.16 
Leicestershire  786 0 0 0.00 0.00 
Lincolnshire  1516 1 18 0.07 1.19 
Norfolk  1574 0 63 0.00 4.00 
Rutland  85 0 2 0.00 2.35 
Suffolk  1047 6 26 0.57 2.48 
The figures above are for Eastern Area. 
There were 33,187 inspections in England and 6036 in Wales.  
 

  
As regards end of season the main worry is varroa  and the late treatments that 
beekeepers insist on doing. Also doing treatments such as Apiguard and not 
closing the varroa floor.  I helped a beekeeper this month and used a thymol 
product per manufacturers instructions  and in 8 days knocked down in excess 
of 1000 mites, Beekeepers are still using Apistan  mainly out of West Norfolk 
but speaking to the other inspectors it is widespread. 
 
The Random Apiary Survey (RAS) is very helpful in inspecting beekeepers who 
do not otherwise get seen  and has brought up some disease notably the AFB 
around Saffron Walden,  which is good,  so we will be continuing them in 2010. 
 

We continue to carry out Exotic Pest Surveillance 
(EPS) around the region and next year I plan on 
focusing around Norwich which is a significant risk 
area and also plan on giving out beetle traps to bee 
keepers for them to monitor their own hives. If we 
are going to get Small Hive Beetle, it will be best to 
find it early, before it has time to multiply. 
 

 
EFB is down this year mainly due to perseverance and on re-queening  shook 
swarms that we have been doing. This, coupled with a destruction policy for 
significantly diseased colonies does seem to result in lower figures. AFB is up, 
most likely due more inspectors on the ground. All instances have been 
discovered by the inspectors.   

Regards Keith Morgan, Regional Bee Inspector, Eastern Region 
 

Tel :   01485 520152  
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BBKA FORUM 
SATURDAY 3RD 
OCTOBER 
 
“EDUCATION” 

There were a few items of other business, namely :-  
 
- A suggestion from the Twickenham Assoc that card votes be reported to all members so that they could 
see how delegates voted.     
- Tim Lovett spoke of the problems surrounding the use of unapproved Varroa treatments. He asked that 
beekeepers use only those approved by the VMD, adding further that VMD were currently involved in 
carrying out a review of treatments that were available throughout Europe with a view to fast tracking the 
authorisation of those deemed suitable.    In fact approval had just been given for an Italian product under 
the trade name of ApiLife Var. 
- Tim Lovett reiterated that the BBKA had not completely walked away from the Healthy Bee Plan, rather 
that they had removed themselves from the frame until the consultation process had been redefined.   
That this was the case was demonstrated by the fact that Helen Crews from the FERA Board had been 
invited to speak at the Forum.   Helen said that whilst she was disappointed at the decision she 
understood why it had been taken.   Basically don’t shoot the messenger, we acknowledge that the BBKA 
have a lot to offer, we want you back on board so we’ll sort this out. John Whittaker of Yorkshire stood and 
stated ‘you have friends here’ to Helen Crews, to some applause; another delegate queried why this had 
not been referred to members. Tim Lovett reported that it was not his decision – the trustees had voted 
unanimously  to withdraw and that action had been needed at the correct time, the BBKA had acted with 
full executive authority and reports would be forthcoming at the ADM. 
  
Now to summarise the main business of the day - Education. 
  
As we ourselves are aware there has been an unprecedented increase in the numbers of people wanting 
to take up beekeeping and it had become patently obvious to the BBKA that  there was a need to improve 
the quality and standard of education/training not only for newcomers to the craft, but also to provide 
ongoing support for them, those with some years of  experience and trainers/tutors. 
  
Chris Deaves, the BBKA’s education contact, advised that a survey of perceived needs had been carried 
out with the overall findings being:  

1) A standardised path of learning and support should be established   
2) There was a need to identify who the trainers should be and what qualifications they should have 
3)  What form the training materials could be delivered in.  

  
5 people had been asked to give a brief presentation.   Doug Brown from Cambridgeshire, Mike Cross 
from Derbyshire and Terry Gibson of West Norfolk had been asked to speak about what their individual 
Association’s training practices and experiences had been to date with Terry also being asked to give 
some thoughts and suggestions on tutor/trainer needs and qualifications.   David  Bancalari introduced a 
DVD/programme on Disease Recognition that he had designed and Ian Johnson from Lantra spoke about 
what that organisation could do in providing qualifications for potential trainers.  
This took care of the morning.   After lunch there were 3 workshops to brainstorm the following 

1) A beekeeper learning programme   
2) Training the trainers   
3) Training media/materials  

  
In summary the outcomes of those meetings were that 
As far as beekeeper learning was concerned the ideal would be for it to be of a vocational nature 
- learning programmes should be progressive and comprise of a pre-introduction/taster session, 

introductory course, beginners course, improvers workshops 
-  level of competencies and skills should be by continual assessment, e.g. something like a log book, 

rather than examination/formal assessment, although these should still be available as a path of 
learning for those wanting to become tutors/trainers 

-   there should be a hierarchy of mentors/buddies 
-  BBKA would pull together training material from Associations, put together ‘courses’ from the best and 

distribute to associations 
 
(Terry Gibson was a facilitator for one of the afternoon sessions and did a superb job in keeping the 
session on track given the number of BBKA execs and strong willed beekeepers in his workgroup – Ed ) 
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APIMONDIA 
 

 

From Apimondia in Montpellier, here is a ‘blog’ from speaker Malcolm Sanford. 
 

“I finally got a respite to post information to this blog about the 41st edition of Apimondia at 
Montpellier. Several themes of the congress are apparent; one is the colony losses around the 
world that have been reported ever since the CCD situation in the U.S. reared its head. The 
European Union has mounted a big project called COST network COLOSS and participants, 
including U.S. researchers, attended an event before the Congress will be attending several 
meetings in the future on this situation. 
 

As part of the colony loss situation, there is an emphasis on bee health during the sessions at 
both bee biology and and bee health sessions. One problem is that measurement of colony 
losses is not uniform. A questionnaire from COLOSS is being circulated about perceptions of 
losses in various countries, but there is no objective measurement of this at the moment. 
 

The two most important areas of advances in bee science reported here are those associated 
with genetic studies (the role of genetic diversity and mapping) and those studies associated 
with the honey bee brain. Bees are no longer considered "dumb robots"; they can learn and 
have innate intelligence as well as cooperative thinking. One presentation was entitled "How 
can honey bees learn from robots?" A whole lot it seems. Another suggested that aging in the 
brain could be reversed in honey bees by artificially reverting them from aged foragers to 
younger nurse bees. 
 

Describing the genome has led to many new possibilities in studying bee health. Chips arrayed 
with various genetic combination are becoming more and more available and mapping the 
genes for Varroa tolerance and disease resistance is a rapidly developing field. The evolution 
of honey bees has been revolutionized; it is now thought to be an African root, not an Asian one 
where the other Apis species are located. Loss of diversity in some places where Varroa has 
taken out much of the wild population is made up for in areas where diversity has and 
continues to be maintained. There is much concern about conserving wild ecotypes as human 
beekeeping and bee movement seeks to globalize the population. Many selection programs do 
not take into account ecotype, color or other traditional measures; instead honey production, 
Varroa tolerance and disease resistance are the goals. 
 

As is the case for the past two Apimondias, the number of papers on the biology and treatment 
of Varroa is greatly reduced. Instead there are increasing numbers of study on Varroa-tolerant 
populations and breeding programs taking advantage of this trait(s). Perhaps the most colorful 
speaker on this subject is Dr. John Kefuss, who addressed the American Beekeeping 
Federation, a few years ago on his "Bond" test results in France, where he has produced a 
population of bees not needing treatment in some cases for 5 years. He has an open invitation 
to visit him in Tolouse and he will pay one cent for every Varroa mite discovered in his colonies; 
Over a decade ago, he predicted that there would be 30 genes associated with Varroa 
tolerance; the actual number found so far is 37. He says that soon Varroa will be relegated to 
the sidelines as is the Tracheal mite (Acarapis woodi) at the present time. This was echoed by 
Yves Le Conte of the Avignon INRA lab during his presentation, where he has also followed 
colonies that require no treatment since 1992. 
 

APPLEBEE APIARY  Rockland St Mary 
Ruth & John Everett Tel: - 01508 538231 

Everettapplebee@lineone.net 
We offer a huge range of equipment and advice. 

Economy cedar hives, Home reared queens & nucs 
Apiguard and Oxalic acid treatments 

8oz, 12oz and 1 lb honey jars by the gross 
Smaller quantities available. Vat Reg. 

Please ring before visiting. 
www.applebeeorchard.co.uk  


